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BRIDGNORTH  RU,RAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Vfestgate, 

Bridgnorth, 


June  1908. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  19^7  to 
v/hich  is  appended  the  Annual  Report  in  respect  of  the  Borough  of  Bridgnorth  for 
1966,  (The  "Salop  (No,  2)  Order  1966"  required  that  the  Report  for  this  period 
he  presented  to  this  Authority), 

Brief  mention  of  some  points  from  tho  various  sections  of  the  main  Report 
may  he  helpful  at  this  stage  hy  v/ay  of  introduction. 

1.  As  in  previous  years  the  Senior  Pihlic  Health  Inspector,  Mr,  D.  A,  Pamphilon, 
has  heen  entirGl5''  responsible  for  the  preparation  of  the  sections  dealing  with 
Environmental  Health,  Housing  and  Pood  Supervision,  I would  also  draw  your 
attention  to  his  introductory  remarks  on  page  6 concerning  the  Staffing  of  the 
Department,  Since  the  1st  April  19^7  ‘the  establishment  has  allov/ed  for  three 
Additional  Public  Health' Inspectors,  \!e  still  only  have  two.  As  long  as  this 
vacancy  remains  unfilled,  much  important  and  worthv/hile  routine  7/ork  must 
unfortunately  remain  undone, 

2.  On  1st  April  1967? in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  "Salop  (No,  2)  Order 
1966"  the  boundaries  of  the  Rural  District  were  again  extended  to  include  the 
Borough  of  Bridgnorth  and  part  of  Shifnal  Rural  District.  The  estimated 
population  of  the  enlarged  District  at  mid-1967  was  31?000,  an  increase  of 

12,'!  20  on  the  corresponding  estimate  for  the  old  District  at  mid-1966, 

3.  The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  approximates  closely  to  the  corresponding  Rate 
for  England  and  Wales;  the  Death  Rate,  Still  Birth  Rate  and  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  are  all  slightly  higher  than  the  corresponding  national  figiires. 

4.  Apart  from  339  cases  of  Measles,  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  was  pleasingly  low.  The  total  number  of  notifications  received  during 
the  year  v/as  383* 

5.  Progress  v/as  made  on  the  second  phase  of  the  Joint  High  Level  Y/ater  Supply 
Scheme,  the  pipe-laying  part  of  the  Contract  being  virtually  completed  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  \7ork  on  the  various  reservoirs  remained  to  be  done  and 
the  final  phase  of  tho  Scheme  had  not  been  started  by  the  close  of  the  year. 

6.  The  Alveley  sewerage  scheme  was  satisfactorily  completed  during  the  year. 

A further  stage  to  alleviate  a serious  nuisance  from  septic  tank  effluents  in 
the  Woodlands  area  remains  to  be  considered  by  the  Council, 

Measures  to  alleviate  the  overloading  of  the  Stanley  Lane  Disposal  Works 
v/ere  instituted  and  it  is  expected  that  a Public  Inquiry  will  be  held  during 
1968  in  connection  with  the  proposed  new  disposal  works  at  The  Slads.  Details 
concerning  the  smaller  disposal  schemes  in  the  District  v/ill  be  found  in  the 
appropriate  section  of  the  Report. 

7.  Thirty-nine  Council  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year,  at  Broseley 
(36  units)  and  at  Worfield  (3  units)  and  at  31st  December  a further  79  units 
v/ere  in  course  of  construction  at  Broseley  and  Highley,  Private  development 
continued  at  a high  rate.  296  units  of  accommodation  v/ere  completed  during  the 
year  and  a further  247  were  under  construction  at  31st  December. 


/In 


In  conclusion^  I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  all  v/ho  have 
assisted  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report,  and  in  particular  to  I'lr.  D,  A. 
Pamphilon  and  Miss  C,  M.  Bryan,  our  Clerical  Assistant.  The  assistance  affc 
to  me  in  the  preparation  of  the  Appendix  hy  i'.Ir.  J.  Stocker  (formerly  Public 
Health  Inspector  to  the  Borough  of  Bridgnorth)  is  also  gratefully  acknowledg 


I have  the  honour  to  he, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


BIARGARET  H.  F.  TURHBULL 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SECTION  'A' 


STATISTICS 


CEKEFLIL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (at  I.4.67.)  125,668 

Estimates  Population  (Mid  I967)  31,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  31.12.67.)  10,526 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  (at  31.3.68.)  £989,750 

Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate  (at  31.3.68.)  £3,800 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  figures  appearing  below  include  events  registered  during  the  period  1st 
January  to  31 st  March  I967  for  the  component  parts  of  the  changed  District. 

1 . POPIJLATIOII 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  District  at  mid- 
1967  was  31,000. 


2.  BIRTHS 

(a)  LIVE  BIRTHS 

There  were  566  live  births  in  the  area  in  1967»  of  which  37  were  illegitimate 

( 6 . 5;-) . 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  (standardised  for  comparison  with  the  corresponding 
Rate  for  other  areas  of  the  Country)  v;a3  I7.6  per  1,000  of  the  population,  which 
approximates  very  closely  to  the  average  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  'Vales  for 

1:^67  of  17.2. 

A more  detailed  analysis  of  the  birth  figures  is  given  in  the  table  below. 


LIVE  BIRTHS  1967 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  Live  1 

Births  j 

Mai  e 

265 

18 

283  1 

j 

Female 

264 

19 

283  1 

Total 

529 

37 

566  i 

Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

17.1 

1.2 

18.3  I 

i 

"Crude  Birth  P^ate,  per  1,000  of  population  - 18.3 
Standardised  Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  of  population  - 17*6 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Males,  I967  - 17.2 
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(b)  STILLBIRTHS 

There  were  7 Stillbirths  in  the  District  in  19^7,  giving  a Stillbirth  Rate  per 
1,000  total  births  (i.e.  live  births  and  stillbirths  combined)  of  12.0.  This  is 
well  below  the  national  average  figure  for  19^7  of  I4.8. 


3.  DMTHS 

There  were  292  deaths  in  the  area  during  I967,  the  various  causes  of  which 
are  detailed  in  the  Annual  Return  of  the  Registrar  General  v/hich  appears  below. 

Conditions  affecting  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  accounted  for  I50  deaths 
(51.4^  of  the  total)  and  malignant  disease  was  responsible  for  6l  deaths 

(20.9?o). 

The  Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  12,8  which  is  a 
little  higher  than  the  coiresponding  average  for  England  and  'ilales  of  11.2, 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DIJRIHG  1967 


The  Registrar  General's  annual  ro'burn  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  the  area 
during  I9S7  as  follows:- 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

1 

- 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

6 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

6 

6 

Ivlalignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

3 

3 

Other  Malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

17 

17 

34 

Leulcaemia,  aleulcaemia 

1 

2 

3 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

23 

27 

50 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

35 

19 

54 

Il3''pertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

3 

6 

Other  heart  disease 

14 

17 

31 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

4 

9 

Pneumonia 

7 

7 

14 

Bronchitis 

8 

3 

11 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

- 

3 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

4 

6 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

10 

16 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

1 

7 

All  other  accidents 

8 

2 

10 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Total,  all  causes 

153 

139 

292 

4.  IHFAI'TT  MORTALITY 

There  were  13  infant  deaths  in  19^7)  9 of  v;hich  occurred  within  the  first  four 
v;eeks  of  life,  and  5 within  the  first  v;eek  of  life. 

The  infant  mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  was  thus  23.0  \;hich  is 
considerably  higher  than  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  v/ales  of  18,3, 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UI.^DER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE  196? 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  1 

Male 

4 1 

1 

i 

5 I 

Female 

8 

- 

8 ( 

Total 

12 

1 

13  i 

Infant  Mortality  Rato,  per  1,000  live  births  - 23.0 
Infant  Mortality  Rate,  per  1,000  live  births  - 18,3 

(England  and  V'Jales  19*27) 


5.  MATERE'AL  MORTALITY 

There  were  no  deaths  related  to  pregnancy  or  childbirth  in  19^7- 
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SECTION  'B» 


GiaTIIRAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AEEA 


1.  HOSPITAL  AlfO  SPECIALIST  SERVICIB 


0.11  hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  by  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  through  its  Hospital  llanagement  Committees, 

The  general  hospitals  raost  easily  accessible  to  inhabitants  of  the  Rural 
District  are  those  at  Bridgnorth,  Kidderminster,  Shrewsbury  and  V/olverhampton. 
All  provide  out-patient  and  in-patient  facilities.  Similar  facilities  are  also 
provided  at  the  smaller  hospitals  at  Broseley  and  Much  Wenlock, 

Infectious  Disease  cases  are  admitted  to  the  isolation  hospitals  at 
■vlolverhampton  or  Shrewsbury,  and  patients  v;ith  Tuberculosis  receive  initial 
treatment  at  Copthorne  Hospital  or  Cross  Houses  Hospital. 

The  chronic  sick  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  generally  admitted  to  one 
of  the  following  Institutions:  Ne’.;  Cross  Hospital,  V/olvcrhampton;  East  Hamlet 
Hospital,  Ludlov;;  Shifnal  Hospital;  The  Beaches  Hospital,  Ironbridge. 


2.  GENERAL  MEDICAL,  DEIE:^AL,  PHARIvIACEUTICAL  AND  SUPPLEH/IEIITARY  QPHTHAmiC  SERVICES 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Salop  Executive  Council,  Abbey  Foregate, 
Shrewsbury. 


3 .  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

Salop  County  Council,  as  Loca.1  Health  Authority,  is  responsible  for  the 
provision  and  administration  of  the  following  services ;- 

Health  Centres  (none  as  yet  in  this  area) 

Cars  of  mothers  and  young  children 
Domiciliary  Mid'wifery 
Health  visiting 
Homo  nursing 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
Ambulance  services 

Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care 
Domestic  halp  service 

(a)  Child  Health 

There  are  four  Child  Health  Clinics  in  the  District  v/here  sessions  are  held 
each  month  as  follows s- 

Northgate,  Bridgnorth  - Mondays:  9*30  a.m,  - 12.30  p.m. 

1 . 30  p.m.  - 4*  30  p.m. 

Thursdays:  1.30  p.m.  - 4*30  p.m. 

Youth  Club,  Highley  - 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays,  1.30  - 4*30  p.m. 

Victoria  Institute,  Broseley  - 1st,  3rd  and  5'th  Thursdays,  2.30  - 4 

British  Legion  Hall,  Much  7/enlock  - 2nd  & 4th  Tuesdays,  1.30  - 4*30  p.m, 

(b)  Welfare  Foods 


The  National  ielfare  Foods  (National  Dried  Milk,  Orance  Juice,  Cod  Liver  OiJ 
and  Vitamin  'A'  and  'D'  tablets)  are  available  at  the  Welfare  Centres  during 
Clinic  hours,  and  at  various  conveniently  situated  distribution  points  throughout 
the  District. 
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(c)  Health  Visiting,  Home  ITursiiiis:,  Domiciliary  Midwifery 


The  District  is  T/ell  served  by  full-time  and  part-time  shaff  of  the  Goimty 
Health  Department. 

(d)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Under  the  County  Council's  Scheme,  Vaccination  agaimst  Smallpox  and 
Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  I'Thooping-Cough,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  may 
be  carried  out  by  arrangement  with  a general  practitioner,  or  at  any  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  by  appointment. 

Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  is  offered  each  year  to  all  children  aged 
11-13  years  who  are  found  by  preliminaxy  testing  to  require  this  protection.  Only 
very  few  parents  refuse  their  consent  for  this  procedure,  which  is  carried  out  at 
the  schools. 

(e)  Jimbulance  Service 


The  Central  /imbulance  Department  for  the  County  is  in  Shrewsbury  (Telephone 
ITo.  Shrev/sbury  6331)  to  i/liich  all  requests  for  an  ambula^nce  should  be  made. 

(f)  Domestic  Help  Service 

The  service  of  a domestic  help  is  available,  in  the  v;ords  of  the  Act,  for 
"any  person  who  is  ill,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a child 
not  over  compulsory  school  age".  Enquiries  regarding  this  service  are  dealt  with 
at  the  Domestic  Help  Office,  Bridgnorth  Welfare  Centre  (Telephone  Ho.  Bridgnorth 
3078)  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  betv/een  2.15  and  4*30  p.m. 
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SECTION  »C' 


SANITARY  CIRCMSTANCES  IN  HIE  AREA 


The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  llr.  D,  A.  Pamphilon,  M.A.P.H.I., 
reports  as  follov/ss- 


Rather  than  continually  refer  in  this  report  to  various  shortcomings  in 
certain  of  the  Department’s  work,  I consider  it  better  to  mention  here  that  a 
vacancy  has  existed  on  the  Department's  staff  for  an  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  since  1st  April 

In  a District  of  this  size  much  important  ?;ork  therefore  has  had  to  be 
neglected,  and  more  progressive  policies  shelved  because  of  this  vacancy. 

In  the  field  cf  preventive  medicine  and  environmental  health  it  is  desirable 
that  regular  routines  and  safeguards  are  instituted  and  kept  to,  rather  than 
that  these  routines  be  neglected  because  of  pressure  of  current  work. 


V/ATER  SUPPLIES 

The  responsibility  for  providing  mains  water  supplies  to  the  Rural  District 
is  that  of  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  and  the  Vvolverhampton  Water 
Undertaking. 

EAST  SHROPSHIRE  \7ATER  BOARD 
J pint  High  Level  Water  Supply  Scheme 

The  area  to  be  supplied  by  this  Scheme  comprises  the  upland  Parishes  to 
the  Vi/est  of  the  District. 

Water  is  being  taken  frcm  the  Elan  Aqueduct  where  it  is  pumped  to  a storage 
reservoir  at  Coreley  and  fed  by  gravity  to  the  distribution  system  after 
chlorination. 

Progress  to  date  is  as  followss- 

Contract  I - being  the  joint  headworks  has  generally  been 
completed  and  put  into  operation. 

Contract  II  - being  part  of  the  distribution  system  is  due 
to  be  completed  during  this  year.  The  pipe- 
laying part  of  the  Contract  was  virtually 
completed  in  October  19^7  although  work  on 
the  various  reservoirs  continues. 

No  work  has  commenced  cn  Stage  III  cf  the  Scheme  v;hich  ccmprises  the 
balance  cf  the  distribution  scheme  and  a further  6 reservoirs/break  pressure 
tanks.  The  Beard  delayed  commencement  of  this  Contract  to  enable  their  Engineer 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  original  routing  of  the  main  is  satisfactory  in 
viev;  of  the  comparitively  small  number  of  properties  served. 

It  is  of  course  appreciated  that  this  Scheme  serves  a scattered  community 
and  it  was  never  considered  therefore  that  trunk  mains  would  be  sufficient  by 
themselves.  The  Council  always  appreciated  they  v;ould  have  been  coramitteed  to 
large  capital  expenditure  on  the  provision  of  the  branch  mains. 

Low  Level  Water  Supply  Scheme 

The  above  Scheme  v;hich  was  completed  in  19^2  nov/  serves  some  20  parishes 
within  the  District. 

Water  for  the  Scheme  is  taken  from  the  Elan  Aqueduct  at  fitTe  points  where 
it  is  chlorinated  and  distributed  by  gravity,  fluorides  being  added  to  the 
water  by  Birmingham  Corporation  at  source. 
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Much  Vifenlock 


V/ater  is  supplied  from  a deep  well  at  Station  Road  where  it  is  chlorinated} 
pumped  to  a reservoir  and  distributed  hy  gravity.  Bacteriological  sampling  has 
shown  the  supply  to  he  satisfactory. 

Broseley 

Water  is  supplied  from  a borehole  at  Beckbury  v/here  it  is  chlorinated  and 
pumped  to  a reservoir  at  Posenhall  and  distributed  by  gravity.  Bacteriological 
sampling  has  shown  the  supply  to  be  satisfactory. 

WOLVERHAMPTQIT  WATER  UlIBERTAiaNG 

Bridgnorth  Borough 

Water  is  supplied  from  a borehole  at  Rindleford  where  it  is  chlorinated 
and  pumped  to  reservoirs  at  The  Hermitage  and  Ludlow  Road  from  whence  it  is 
distributed  by  gravity  to  the  tov/n.  Bacteriological  sampling  has  shovm  the 
supply  to  be  satisfactory. 

Claverley,  Worfield  and  Rudge 

These  Parishes  are  within  the  Statutory  Area  of  the  Wolverhampton  Water 
Undertaking  and  the  main  centres  of  population  are  well  served.  The  water  comes 
from  boreholes  at  Hilton  where  it  is  chlorinated  and  distributed  throughout  the 
Parishes. 


Reports  from  the  Wolverhampton  Water  Engineer  show  that  v/ater  supplied  to 
the  District  is  adequately  chlorinated  and  satisfactory  in  quality. 


PREI-HSES  RECEIVING  WATER  FROM 

PUBLIC  PIPED  SUPPLIES 

AT  31  ST  DECEfffiER  1967 

No.  of  houses 

Connected  to  Public  Jlains 

31.12.67. 

31.12.67. 

Acton  Round 

42 

■ 5 

Alveley 

394 

308 

Astley  Abbotts 

155 

104 

Aston  Botterell 

27 

5 

Aston  EJyre 

24 

- 

Barrow 

■ - 

■ - 

Billingsley 

36 

32 

Bridgnorth 

- 

- 

Broseley 

- 

- 

Bur war ton 

44 

3 

Chelmarsh 

155 

127 

Chetton 

117 

53 

Cl aver ley 

521 

426 

Cleobury  North 

28 

- 

Deuxhill 

9 

7 

Ditton  Priors 

188 

- 

Eardington 

124 

104 

Easthope 

28 

- 

Farlow 

67 

2 

Glazeley 

9 

5 

Highley 

844 

833 

Kinlet 

183 

157 

Middleton  Scriven 

26 

11 

Monlchopton 

58 

10 

Morville 

121 

65 

Much  Wenlock 

- 

- 

Neen  Savage 

107 

93 

Neenton 

31 

11 

^att 

90 

46 

Romsley 

39 

17 

Rudge 

V 

5 

Shipton 

42 

- 

Sidbury 

14 

2 

Stanton  Long 

53 

- 

Stockton 

- 

- 

Stottesdon 

271 

157 

Sutton  Maddock 

- 

- 

Tasley 

73 

72 

Upton  Cressett 

13 

- 

Worfield 

686 

571 
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IT.B,  No  figures  are  available  re  connections  to  properties  in  those  areas 
added  to  the  District  as  a result  of  the  Salop  Orders  1966. 

In  addition  to  -the  above,  a further  44  properties  in  Worfield  Parish  are 
supplied  hy  private  estate  mains,  ?/hich  are  fed  hy  a hulk  supply  from  the  East 
Sliropshire  Water  Board  Borehole  at  Harrington. 

PUEITY  OF  SUPPLIES 

(a)  Mains  Supplies 

Regular  routine  sampling  of  public  mains  supplies  is  carried  out  to  ensure 
that  chlorination  has  been  effective  and  that  no  pollution  has  occurred  in  the 
course  of  distribution. 

Samples  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Shre?;sbury  for 
bacteriological  examination.  A summary  of  the  reports  received  during  19^7  is 
as  follov/ss- 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Elan  Aqueduct  (not  chlorinated) 

16 

9 

Lov/  Level  Supply  (after  chlorination) 

107 

10 

Chetton  Borehole 

3 

Nil 

Neenton  Borehole 

2 

Nil 

Broseley 

5 

Nil 

Much  Wenlock 

5 

Nil 

Wolverhampton  Water  Undertaking 

29 

Nil 

The  need  for  chlorination  of  water  received  from  the  Elan  Aqueduct  is  shov/n 
by  the  results  of  these  samples,  5O/0  of  vdiich  were  unsatisfactory.  However,  the 
unsatisfactory  samples  received  from  the  distribution  sj’-stem  after  chlorination 
are  of  more  significance  and  v/ere  reported  immediately  to  the  East  Shropshire 
Water  Board  who  undertook  remedial  measures. 

(b)  Private  Supplies 

Sampling  of  private  supplies  is  not  undertaken  as  a routine,  but  many  requests 
are  made  for  samples  to  be  taken  where  new  houses  are  built  or  improvement  grants 
required. 

25  samples  v/ere  taken  from  private  supplies  and  of  these  20  samples  proved 
on  analysis  to  be  unsatisfactory  for  drinking  purposes. 

As  a precautionery  measiore  21  householders  using  polluted  supplies  were 
advised  to  boil  all  drinking  water  before  it  was  used  for  drinking  purposes. 

Unfortunately  v/ork  in  trying  to  improve  various  private  supplies  in  the 
District  was  hampered  by  the  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. 


SEIMAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


There  are  nine  public  sewerage  schemes  within  the  Council’s  area,  at 
Alveley,  Bridgnorth,  Broseley  (2),  Claverley,  Eardington,  Highley,  Much  Wenlock 
and  Yiforfield. 

Alveley 

The  Scheme  for  the  present  Contract  was  completed  during  the  year.  The 
third  stage  of  this  Scheme  remains  to  be  considered.  This  will  be  a length  of 
sev/er  to  serve  properties  in  the  Vfoodlands  Area  to  the  east  of  the  Village  where 
a serious  nuisance  exists  from  septic  tank  effluents. 

Bridgnorth 

The  existing  disposal  works  at  Stanley  Lane  are  considerably  overloaded. 

In  an  effort  to  improve  the  effluent  a Scheme,  v/hich  had  been  approved  by  the 
Borough  Council  prior  to  1st  April  1967>  commenced  during  the  year  to  provide 
certain  extensions  and  surface  irrigation  of  the  final  effluent  on  adjoining 
land. 


- 8 - 


A further  disposal  v/orks  to  he  sited  at  The  Slads  is  proposed,  to  relieve 
this  situation  and  to  provide  a sev/erage  system  for  other  areas  not  previously 
catered  for. 

Considerable  progress  has  recently  been  made  in  securing  the  acquisition 
of  land,  easements  etc.,  but  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  certain  of 
these  negotiations.  In  order  that  such  a major  project  should  not  be  delayed, 
the  Council  will  no  doubt  wish  to  consider  seeking  compulsory  powers  of 
acquisition  in  order  that  more  progress  can  be  made. 

It  is  anticipated  that  it  will  be  possible  to  hold  a Ministerial  Enquiry 
into  the  Scheme  during  1968. 

Broseley 

Further  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  maintain  the  improved 
effluents  now  being  obtained  at  the  tv;o  Works,  but  unfortunately  certain 
difficulties  have  been  experienced  with  a trade  effluent  at  the  Fish  House 
Works.  Negotiations  for  the  improvement  of  this  position  are  proceeding. 

It  is  anticipated  that  ultimately  all  sewerage  from  Broseley  v/ill  be 
treated  at  the  new  disposal  v/orks  now  under  construction  for  the  Dawley 
Development  Corporation. 

Eardington 

The  works  are  still  subject  to  overloading  and  the  effluent  being 
produced  cannot  be  maintained  at  River  Board  Standard.  No  permission  has  been 
received  from  the  Ministry  to  proceed  ?/ith  the  Scheme  to  irrigate  the  effluent 
over  adjoining  land  which  would  have  relieved  matters  temporarily. 

It  is  hov/ever  proposed  to  abandon  these- works  in  the  future  and  pump  the 
sewage  to  the  new  ?/orks  to  be  built  at  The  Slads. 

As  has  been  reported  in  previous  years  difficulties  are  still  heing 
experienced  in  maintaining  a satisfactory  effluent  from  these  works.  During 
the  year  the  Council  received  a report  from  their  Consulting  Engineers  advising 
an  increase  in  size  of  the  ?;orks  to  cater  for  a population  of  5?000  persons.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  certain  units  of  the  works  ?;hich  are  now  required  were 
either  reduced  in  capacity  or  altered  from  the  original  design  of  1953  at  the 
insistence  of  the  Ministry. 

Much  Wenlock 

The  Contract  for  the  extension  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  commenced  in 
1966  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  Vi/ill  be  completed  early  this  year. 

Hov/ever  it  is  essential  that  Stage  III  of  the  Scheme,  namely  the  renewal 
of  the  sev/ers  where  necessary,  be  proceeded  with  forthwith.  Inspections  of 
the  sowers  over  a period  of  years  has  shown  that  infiltration  water  is 
entering  the  system.  In  addition,  sections  of  the  main  sewers  are  of 
insufficient  capacity  causing  flooding  of  various  properties  and  constituting 
a serious  public  health  nuisance. 

Claverley  and  Worfield 

Both  these  works  continue  to  give  satisfactory  effluents  although  the 
Worfield  plant  has  now  reached  its  design  capacity. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  V/orfield  Works  will  eventually  be  abandoned 
and  sewage  treated  at  a combined  v/orks  with  Hilton  and  ?/yken. 

PROGRAMLIED  SCHEMES 

Stottesdon 

Work  commenced  in  August  1966  for  the  construction  of  a Scheme  for  this 
Village.  It  is  anticipated  all  work  v/ill  be  completed  early  in  1968. 
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Ackleton  and  Stableford 


In  Dececiber  1967  authority  was  received  to  invite  tenders  for  this  Scheme. 
Morville 

No  further  progress  can  he  reported  regarding  this  Scheme. 

Hilton 

It  is  intended  to  provide  a combined  disposal  works  to  deal  with  Hilton, 
Worfield  and  Wyken.  However,  difficulties  have  again  arisen  in  securing  a 
suitable  site  for  these  works  even  though  some  six  or  seven  sites  have  now  been 
considered. 

Chorley 

A Scheme  for  this  Village  lias  been  prepared  in  draft  and  it  is  hoped  that 
it  will  be  possible  to  include  it  in  the  programme  at  an  early  date. 


lanesford  and  Quatford 

These  areas  are  to  be  se?/ered  and  the  sewage  treated  after  pumping  at  The 
Slads  Disposal  Horks.  A very  serious  nuisance  exists  at  Quatford  where 
pollution  of  the  river  by  untreated  sewage  is  evident. 

FUTURB  PROGRAMB/IE 

The  Council  have  alv/ays  been  aware  that  there  are  tv/o  basic  essentials  for 
the  ultimate  improvement  of  housing  in  the  Rural  District,  namely  the  provisicn 
of  mains  water  supplies  and  sewerage.  The  Council  have  placed  great  emphasis 
on  the  provision  of  water  iTupplies  in  the  past.  It  is  therefore  essential 
that  they  continue  v/ith  their  policy  of  providing  sewerage  schemes  throughout  the 
District  with  the  utmost  vigour. 

In  addition  to  the  Schemes  previously  mentioned  the  Council  have  instructed 
their  Consulting  Engineers  to  prepare  outline  Schemes  for  the  following  Villages 
and  Hamletss- 


Astley  Abbotts 
Aston  Botterell 
Brockton 
Burwart  on 
Button  Oak 
Ditton  Priors 
Oreton 
Tasley 

Other  areas  of  the  District  must  ncv/  be  considered  such  as  Chelmarsh  and 
the  Heathton/Draycott  area  where  public  health  nuisances  exist  owing  to  the 
difficulties  experienced  in  draining  away  the  effluent  from  septic  tanks. 

A considerable  num.ber  of  properties  exist  in  the  Norton/Sutton  Maddock 
areas  and  a scheme  v/ill  no  doubt  be  necessary  in  this  area  in  the  future. 

PRIVATE  SEV/AGB  DISPOSAL 

Mention  has  been  made  in  previous  years  of  the  increasing  numbers  of  septic 
tanks  being  provided  in  the  District  to  ne?/  houses,  and  to  houses  which  have 
been  improved.  These  small  disposal  units  require  maintenance  and  periodic 
emptying  and  requests  for  this  service  are  continually  being  received. 

A service  of  emptying  septic  tanks  vms  previously  provided  in  the  Norton/ 
Sutton  Maddock  areas  by  the  Shif nal  Rural  District  Council  and  this  is  being 
continued  by  the  Council.  It  is  hoped  it  v;ill  be  possible  in  the  near  future 
for  this  service  to  be  extended  throughout  the  District,  subject  to  satisfactory 
means  of  disposal  of  the  sludge  baing  available. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  Council  have  continued  to  collect  refuse  from  all  parishes  by  direct 
labour.  An  improvement  in  the  service  ?/as  possible  in  that  all  parishes  now 
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receive  a weekly  collection.  This  was  a recominendation  of  consultants  after  a 
work  study  report  was  commissioned  by  the  Council. 

In  addition  it  was  agreed  by  the  Council  that,  subject  to  the  satisfactory 
completion  of  a previously  authorised  initial  trial  period,  a paper  sack 
collection  be  instituted  for  the  District, 

It  would  appear  that  this  trial  will  prove  to  bo  successful,  resulting  in  a 
more  hygienic  service  and  ultimately  a back-door  collection  throughout  the 
District, 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  ny  tipping  on  land,  the  tips  being  situated  at 
Alveley,  Broseley,  Bridgnorth,  Highley,  Kinlet  (Mine  Shaft)  and  Stretton 
V/estwood, 

On  none  of  these  sites  is  it  possible  to  carry  out  "controlled”  tipping 
in  the  strict  sense  of  the  v/ord  but  they  are  regularly  maintained,  the  Bridgnorth 
tip  having  a full  time  attendant.  The  covering  of  refuse  is  accomplished  by 
means  of  the  Council's  ov;n  plant  and  hired  equipment.  It  would  appear  that  the 
public  are  gradually  becoming  more  public  health  minded  however  and  realise  that 
this  form  of  refuse  disposal  is  now  outmoded,  and  that  disposal  by  incineration 
or  other  means  can  be  the  only  acceptable  method,  whether  this  be  undertaken  by 
one  Council  or  a group  of  Councils, 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

A local  authority  is  responsible,  by  the  provisions  of  Part  I of  the 
Factory  Act  196I,  for  ensuring  the  adequacy  and  suitability  of  sanitary 
accommodation  in  factories  where  mechanical  po^^er  is  used.  In  the  case  of 
factories  where  mechanical  power  is  not  used  the  general  working  conditions  are 
also  supervised. 

At  the  end  of  19^7  there  were  62  factories  on  the  Register,  all  using 
mechanical  pov;er. 

It  has  only  proved  possible  to  carry  out  inspections  of  1 2 factories  during 
the  year  as  time  had  to  be  devoted  to  administering  other  legislation.  It 
should  be  pointed  out  here  that  visits  are  made  to  factories  by  H.M,  Factory 
Inspectorate  who  refer  any  relevant  contraventions  of  the  Act  to  this  Authority, 
(See  Statutory  Report  on  last  page  of  Report), 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AIR)  RAILWAY  IRHilSES  ACT  1963 

This  Act  makes  provision  for  securing  the  health,  safety  and  v/elfare  of 
persons  employed  to  work  in  offices  or  shop  premises  and  certain  railway 
premises. 

There  are  now  292  registered  promises  employing  1,268  persons^  124  visits 
were  made  to  these  premises  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  during  the  year.  Many 
defects  in  facilities  were  brought  to  the  occupiers'  attention  in  addition  to 
advice  on  various  safety  measures  which  should  be  adopted. 


AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  AIM)  l^IFARE  PROVISICI-TS)  ACT  195 6 

Sections  3 and  5 of  fke  above  Act  place  a duty  on  Local  Authorities  in 
connection  with  the  provision  of  sanitary  conveniences  on  farms  where 
agricultural  v/orkers  are  employed. 

Specific  visits  are  not  made  to  agricultural  holdings  for  this  purpose  but 
when  such  premises  are  visited,  the  subject  is  borne  in  mind. 
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AI'TBIAL  BOARDIFG  ESTABLlSfflM'TTS  ACT,  1963 


The  above  Act  provides  for  a system  of  licensing  and  inspection  by  Local 
Authorities  of  any  establishment  at  v/hich  a business  of  providing  accommodation 
for  cats  and  dogs  is  carried  on.  The  Act  came  into  operation  on  1st  January 
1964  and  5 establishments  are  licensed  by  the  Council. 


CLEAL  AIE  ACT  1956 


Visits  have  been  made  to  various  factories  v/hen  excessive  emissions  of  dark 
smoke  have  been  noted  and  the  management's  attention  drawn  to  their 
responsibilities  under  the  above  Act. 

The  futi.u?e  of  clean  air  in  relation  to  smoke  from  domestic  chimneys  in  the 
built-up  area  of  the  Bridgnorth  Borough  would  appear  to  be  one  of  natural 
progression  from  coal-burning  appliances  to  centrally  heated  houses.  The  use 
of  smoke-controlled  areas  to  achieve  this  end  would  not  appear  to  be  an 
immediate  priority  having  regard  to  the  Council's  other  commitments. 


PEST  comoL 


The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949)  requires  a Local  Authority  to 
inspect  all  premises  in  their  District  and  to  ensure  that  any  infestations  of 
rats  and  mice  are  dealt  with  by  the  Authority  (or  by  the  occupier  in  the  case  of 
trade  and  agricultural  premises). 

A further  Rodent  Operator  was  employed  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  429’ 
requests  to  deal  with  infestations  were  made  to  the  Department  from  householders, 
farmers  and  tradespeople  during  the  course  of  the  year  as  against  263  in  1966. 

All  Council- ovmed  properties  (including  tips  and  sev/age  disposal  works)  are 
regularly  inspected  and  treated  when  infestations  are  found.  Public  sewers  in 
the  District  are  test-baited  annually  and  treated  T/here  necessary. 

Heavy  infestations  of  rats  v/ere  again  found  in  the  sewers  in  Broseley  and 
also  in  Much  Wenlock  during  the  annual  test-baiting  and  successful  treatments  of 
these  infestations  v/ere  carried  out. 

Parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Ditton  Priors,  Stanton  Long,  Shipton  and  Easthope 
are  still  included  in  the  Containment  Area  designated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood  around  the  Warfarin  Resistance  Area.  All 
infestations  in  these  areas  are  being  dealt  with  by  acute-acting  poisons. 

Some  evidence  of  Vfarfarin  resistance  v/as  noted  in  a f'lrm  in  Stanton  Long, 
but  this  could  not  be  proved.  The  outbreak  was  eventually  eradicated  by  the 
use  of  an  acute  poison. 

The  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  outbreak  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year 
curtailed  much  of  the  Council's  work  on  farms  and  allied  premises  as  a 
precautionery  measure. 

However  in  the  final  analysis  it  v/ill  be  interestiiiig  to  note  what  part  it 
is  considered  v/as  played  by  rodents  in  the  sp^/ead  of  the  Disease  in  the  badly 
affected  areas,  as  rodents  are  known  to  carry  the  virus. 


THE  CARAVAN  SITES  & COHTROL  OF  DEVELQF!IEI'TT  ACT,  1960 

There  are  now  1,208  caravans  stationed  on  IT  licenced  sites  within  the 
District^  31  of  these  on  2 sites  are  residential  caravans,  the  remainder  being 
used  only  for  holiday  purposes. 
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A further  34  caravans  are  individually  licenced  and  9 of  these  are  used  for 
holiday  purposes. 

Another  site  with  22  caravans  which  is  not  licenced  and  used  for  holiday 
purposes  caae  under  the  Council's  jurisdiction  on  the  1st  April  1967, 
Negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  closing  of  the  site  and  the  removal  of  the 
caravans. 

Generally  speaking  all  these  sites  are  v;ell  managed  hut  there  is  a lower 
standard  of  conditions  attached  to  the  licences  of  the  sites  situated  in  the 
Borough  of  Bridgnorth  than  in  the  remainder  of  the  District.  It  has  not  yet 
been  possible  to  commence  negotiations  with  the  owners  of  these  sites  with  a 
viev/  to  improvements  being  programmed. 


GYPSIES  MD  OTHER  TRAVELLERS 


A considerable  number  of  complaints  were  received  regarding  itinerant 
travellers.  Many  of  these  referred  to  Romany  families  who  have  lived  in  this 
area  all  their  lives  and  in  many  instances  do  useful  seasonal  work  on  farms. 
Other  complaints  referred  to  Irish  Tinkers  v;ho  settled  in  various  parts  of  the 
area,  eventually  leaving  behind  them  refuse  and  squalor.  It  is  not  considered 
that  these  families  will  present  a permanent  problem  as  their  livelihood  seems 
to  encourage  their  affinity  to  urban  populations. 

During  the  year  the  Council  gave  consideration  to  re-housing  a gypsy 
family  v/ho  have  resided  in  the  District  for  many  years.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
provision  of  suitable  housing  accommodation  and  some  welfare  help  will  enable 
the  family  to  become  settled  members  of  the  community. 


SraMIlTG  POOLS 


There  is  one  privately  owned  open-air  sv/imming  pool  in  the  area  which  is 
open  to  the  public  and  is  also  used  by  organised  parties  of  school  children. 

The  water  is  supplied  from  a borehole  and  is  treated  by  chlorination,  filtration 
and  aeration. 

A further  swimming  pool  owned  by  the  Bridgnorth  Borough  Council  is  kept 
open  solely  for  the  use  of  school  children.  The  pool  is  emptied  and  filled 
weekly  and  is  hand  chlorinated^  no  other  water  treatment  takes  place. 

The  pool  is  not  considered  to  be  satisfactory  as  it  does  not*  conform  to  the 
Council's  Sv/imming  Pool  Byelav/s,  It  is  anticipated  that  discussions  v/ith  the 
County  Council  will  no  doubt  result  in  alternative  arrangements  being  made  for 
school  children  during  the  coming  year. 

Increased  emphasis  has  been  placed  by  the  Department  on  the  sampling  of 
swimming  bath  water  during  the  year.  A marked  improvement  has  been  achieved  in 
the  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  in  various  baths  as  a result  of 
improved  maintenance  techniques  and  other  advice  given.  Results  of  samples  taken 
are  as  shown  belows- 


Sample 

Taken 

s Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Swancote 

9 

7 

2 

Apley  Park  School 

4 

2 

2 

Worfield  C.  of  E.  School 

Bridgnorth  Secondary  Modern  School  for 

3 

1 

2 

Boys 

8 

3 

5 * 

Much  VVenlock  Secondary  Modern  School 

11 

5 

6 * 

Bridgnorth  Borough 

2 

1 

1 

37 

19 

18 
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* It  is  felt  that  these  results  v/ere  the  consequence  of  a wrong  sampling 
technique  heing  usedj  subsequent  sampled  proved  satisfactory. 

It  is  thought  to  he  worthy  of  mention  that  the  maintenance  of  a s\7imming 
hath  is  a joh  requiring  specialised  knowledge,  hut  it  lias  been  found  that  it  is 
often  given  to  the  School  Caretaker  who  has  received  a minimum  of  instruction 
merely  as  an  extra  duty. 

VISITS  AlTD  IITSPECTIQNS 

The  following  list  sho\7n  the  number  of  visits  and  inspections  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  throughout  the  year  and  also  indicates  the  nature  of 
the  work  and  vdaere  emphasis  has  had  to  be  given. 

There  were  248  complaints  and  requests  for  help  and  advice  received  by  the 
Department  during  the  year. 

A Housing  Survey  was  commenced  in  the  Borough  of  Bridgnorth,  but  the  list 
does  not  take  account  of  this  work. 

Housing  - Public  Health  Acts  224 

Housing  Acts  383 

Rent  Act  ■ 2 

Applications  332 

Council  Houses  99 

Problem  Families  25 

Revisits  to  Property  under  notice  64 

Interviews  with  owners  etc.  42 

Drainage  247 

Refuse  Tips  40 

Sewage  Works  13 

Water  Supply  - General  43 

Samples  248 

Rodent  Control  - Domestic  12 

Trade  ' 9 

Farms  32 

Factories  Act  12 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  ■ 124 

Meat  Inspection  - Slaughterhouse  1>530 

Food  and  Drugs  - Catering  79 

Retail  Shops  172 

Licensed  Premises  143 

Butchers  67 

Bakehouses  1 1 

Pried  Pish  Shops  10 

Ice  cream  48 

Ice  cream  samples  65 

Poultry  Dressing  16 

Market  Stalls  36 

Pood  Manufacture  38 

Schools  13 

Swimming  Baths  66 

Infectious  Diseases  - Enquiries  46 

Houses  disinfected  1 

Verminous  Premises  10 

Keeping  of  Animals  9 

Offensive  Accumulations  13 

Miscellaneous  I61 

Caravans  159 

Caravan  Sites  57 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  6 

Clean  Air  Act  23 

Noise  Abatement  14 

Dust  Nuisance  5 

Street  Cleansing  8 

Public  Conveniences  12 

Delivery  Vehicles  5 

Village  Halls  21 


4,801 
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SECTION  «D' 


HOUSING 


(Figures  at  31st  DecenlDer  19^7) 


NuraUer  of  inhabited  houses  10j526 

Number  of  Council-ovmed  houses  2,099 


Number  of  houses  conipleteds  a)  Council  39 

b)  Private  296 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  712 

Number  of  houses  under  constructions  a)  Council  79 

b)  Private  247 


SCHEDULE  A 

The  general  housing  situation  existing  in  the  District  at  the  31st  December 
1967  nay  be  summarised  as  followss- 


Grades  at 

31.12.63. 

Grades  at 

31 .12.66, 

Grades  at 

31.12.67. 

2,281 

Grade  1 - Houses  which  are  in  all  respects 
fit  for  human  habitation. 

2,664 

2,803 

768 

Grade  2 - Houses  which  require  minor  repairs 
and/or  additional  facilities. 

756 

761 

898 

Grade  3 - Houses  which  lack  basic  amenities, 
require  extensive  repairs' and/or 
structural  alteration  but,  it  is 
considered,  can  be  rendered  fit 
at  reasonable  expense. 

795 

779 

383 

Grade  4 - Houses  which  are  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  cannot  be  rendered 
fit  at  reasonable  expense. 

325 

322 

4,330 

4,540 

4,665 

Private  houses  in  Barrov;,  Bridgnorth,  Broseley 
Much  Wenlock  & Shifnal  (Grades  not  available) 

' 4,125 

Council  houses  in  Barrow,  Bridgnorth,  Broseley 
Much  Wenlock  and  Shifnal 

’ 1,543 

10,208 

Adds  Private  houses  built  in  year 

Council  houses  built  in  year 

296 

39 

10,543 

Lesss  Demolitions  and  conversions 

17 

Total  houses  at  31*12.67. 

10,526 

It  is 

essential  that  all  houses  within  the  District  be  graded  in 

order  tha-t 

the  quality  of  housing  in  the  area  may  be  appreciated  and  progress  noted  year  to 
year.  Only  limited  v/ork  in  this  field  has  been  possible  and  it  is  considered 
that  no  notable  progress  can  be  made  until  these  is  a full  staff  establishment 
in  the  Health  Department, 
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SCHEDULE  B 


POST  WAR  COLTTCIL  HOUSE  BUILDIHG 


Parish 

Completed  in 

Under 

Total 

year  ending 

Construction 

Completed 

31.12.67. 

31.12.67. 

post-war 

Alveley 

— 

50 

Barrov/ 

— 

12 

Bridgnorth 

■ - 

— 

6l6 

Broseley 

36 

72 

366 

Che 1 marsh 

12 

Chetton 

.. 

6 

Claverley 

- 

— 

44 

Litton  Priors 

- 

— 

20 

Eardington 

— 

— 

16 

Eudon  George 

— 

6 

Highley 

- 

6 

148 

Kinlet 

— 

— 

14 

Monkhopton 

— 

— 

14 

Morville 

— 

12 

Neen  Savage 

— 

10 

Heenton 

— 

8 

Shipton 

- 

— 

6 

Stockton 

— 

6 

Stottesdon 

— 

10 

Suttonliaddock 

- 

21 

Tasley 

- 

— 

■ 6 

Much  Wenlock 

- 

— 

134 

?/orf  ield 

3 

- 

88 

PRE-WAR  COUNCIL  HOUSE  BUILDING 

Bridgnorth 

Broseley 

Highley 

Much  V/enlock 

39 

72 

1,625 

114 

94 

56 

82 

Total  pre- 

-v/ar 

346 

Other • Council  ov;ned  houses 

including  houses  converted  to 

flats,  other  houses  and  slum  clearance  properties 

Plats  leased  v;ith  shops 

1l8 

10 

2,099 

houses  in  Bridgnorth  are  converted  to  20  flatlets  and 
the  Womens  Royal  Voluntary  Services. 

HOUSES  IMDER  CONSTRUCTION 

72  houses  under  construction  on  the  Wilkinson  Avenue  Estate 
out  of  a total  of  110  units. 

Highley 

A further  6 houses  are  being  provided  at  Vicarage  Lane. 


NOTE;  A further  tv/o 
are  leased  to 


Broseley 

There  were  still 
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FUTURE  HOUSE  BUILPDTG  PROGRAJjE£E 


It  is  anticipated  that  v/ork  tov/ards  providing  the  folloT/ing  units  of 
accommodation  will  he  commenced  in  19^8s- 

hlveley 

First  phase  of  development  consisting  of  21  bungalows,  a community  centre, 
a warden's  house  and  12  houses# 

Much  Wenlock 

First  phase  of  development  consisting  of  10  hungalov/s,  8 houses  and  the 
repair  and  improvement  of  the  half  timbered  High  Causeway  Cottages. 

Highley 

The  provision  of  14  bungalows  on  the  Rhea  Hall  Estate. 


DJPROVEt'.IEL'IT  OF  HOUSES 


The  Council  continued  its  policy  of  encouraging  the  improvement  of  houses 
by  giving  discretionary  improvement  grants  of  50/^  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

In  addition  39  houses  were  given  Standard  grants.  The  results  achieved  by 
this  policy  over  the  years  has  been  v/ell  worthwhile  but  maiiy  more  houses 
remain  which  still  lack  the  basic  amenities  and  are  worthy  of  improvement. 
Figures  are  not  known  for  the  added  areas  resulting  from  the  Salop  Orders  19^6, 
but  as  an  example  over  a third  of  the  houses  in  the  rural  area  lack  a bath  and 
still  use  pail  closets  etc. 


Housing  Acts  1959/^4 


Discretionary  Grants 


(a)  Number  of  applications 

(b)  Number  of  dv/ellings  involved 


Received 

iM  mi 

13  19 

49  23 


Number  of  above  applications  approved 
in  respect  of  ovmer/occupiers 

Average  total  oost  per  dwelling 


Approved 

Rejected 

1966 

i2Sl 

1966 

ilSL 

11 

18 

2 

1 

47 

22 

2 

1 

1966 

1967 

Nil 

11 

£733 

£1 972 

Standard  Grants 

1966 

1967 

Number  of  applications  received 

21 

41 

Number  approved 

21 

39 

Average  cost  per  property 

£209 

£197 

m^FIT  HOUSES 


During  the  year  the  Council  have  dealt  v/ith  14  individually  unfit  houses 
under  Sections  l6  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  ns  follov/ss- 

Demolition  Orders  - 10 

Closing  Orders  - 3 

Undertakings  to  make  fit  - 1 

Although  confirmation  v;as  received  early  in  the  year  regarding  the  Bridgnorth 
Rural  (Alveley  Nos.  2 and  3 Clearance  Areas)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  (No.  2) 
1965,  no  action  has  been  possible  regarding  the  re-housing  of  the  tenants  and 
the  demolition  of  the  properties  due  to  the  delays  in  commencing  the  new  housing 
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development.  The  Council  should  appreciate  that  tenants  and  owner/occupiers 
are  living  in  these  houses  in  some  indecision  and  worry  because  of  this  delay. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  in  dealing  with  unfit  j^roperties  remains  to 
be  done  by  the  Council.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  a programme  to  deal  with 
the  position  over  say  the  next  15/2O  years  may  be  agreed  so  soon  ae  the  survey 
of  housing  in  the  District  can  be  completed. 


HOUSES  LET  ID  IIULTIPLE  OCCUPATION 

The  Housing  Acts  1961  and  1964  enable  a Council  to  apply  management  codes 
and  control  orders  to  houses  lot  in  multiple  occupation  if  they  are  in  an 
unsatisfactory  state. 

There  are  6 houses  of  this  type  in  the  District,  one  of  v^hich  v/as  purchased 
by  the  Council  for  demolition  and  future  re-development.  The  owners  of  the 
remaining  houses  have  been  encouraged  to  provide  better  amenities,  adopt  higher 
standards  of  management  and  provide  adequate  fire  precautions. 


HOUSING  APPLICATIONS 

At  the  end  of  1967  there  v/ere  712  applications  on  the  Council's  housing 
v/aiting  list,  but  this  figure  included  122  applications  from  persons  resident 
outside  the  Council's  area. 

Mention  is  made  again  of  the  number  of  applications  (l39)  received  from 
elderly  persons  requiring  accommodation. 

The  Council  are  aware  of  this  position  and  are  making  increased  provision 
for  this  type  of  accommodation  in  all  future  housing  development.  It  is  of ^ 
course  possible  that  in  the  very  near  future  only  small  units  of  accommodation 
suitable  for  elderly  persons  or  young  married  couples  will  be  built  by  the 
Council  enabling  elderly  house  tenants  to  exchange  and  release  under-occupied 
houses. 

During  the  year  the  Department  made  332  visits  to  the  homes  of  housing 
applicants  to  ascertain  their  need  and  suitability  as  Council  house  tenants. 

87  houses  v/ere  allocated  during  the  year.  10  exchanges  of  oenancy  also 
took  place,  4 of  which  v/ere  with  tenants  oj.  outside  Authorities. 
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SECTION  »E’ 


INSPECTION  OP  IffiAT  AND  OTHER  POODS 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  four  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  situated  at 
Bridgnorth,  Broseley,  Claverley  and  Eardington*  The  slaughterhouse  at  Sardington 
is  used  hy  a contract  butcher  and  five  other  butchers^  the  other  slaughterhouses 
are  used  by  butchers  in  connection  with  their  individual  shops. 

All  these  slaughterhouses  continue  to  be  managed  satisfactorily  by  their 
ov/ners  and  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  relevant  regulatios  relating  to 
Hygiene  and  Prevention  of  Cruelty. 

I'EAT  INSPECTION  SERVICE 

A Local  Authority  is  required  by  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  19^3  io 
inspect  all  meat  slaughtered  in  its  area.  As  was  indicated  in  last  year's 
Report  it  has  proved  necessary  by  reason  of  the  amendment  regulations  of  1966 
to  make  longer  and  more  frequent  visits  to  slaughterhouses.  Some  out-of-hours 
work  on  Sunda^^'s  and  other  holidays  has  proved  necessary  but  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  trade  this  has  been  kept  to  a oininum. 

All  animals  slaughtered  in  the  District  during  196?  were  inspected. 

The  total  number  of- animals  inspected  was  11,756  as  compared  vdth  9?903 
dioring  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  iS^'^  being  primarily  due  to  the  animals 
killed  at  the  slaughterhouse  in  Bridgnorth  since  1 st  April  196?  and  a slight 
increase  in  the  throughput  at  Eardington. 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  all  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  at  the 
slaughterhouse  during  1967s- 


i 

t 

i 

j 

; Cattle 
i including 
! Cows 

i C a l v e s, 

; Sheep 
i and 
i Lambs 

Pigs 

^ Horses 

j Number  killed  and  inspected 

1 1,268 

1 177 

; 7,312 

I 2,999 

Nil 

i ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS  ^ 

i 

I 

1 Whole  carcase  condemned 

1 

! 0 

i 7 

I 4 

i Nil 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
^ organ  was  condemned 

98 

I 1 

: 59  ' 

! 4 i 

Nil 

! Percentage  of  number  inspected 
: affected  with  disease  other 
i than  Tuberculosis 

7.8 

I 0.56  i 

i 0.08 

1.5  i 

Nil  1 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONIY  i 

j V/hole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  ; 

Nil  i 

Nil  1 

1 Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 

* organ  v/as  condemned 

Nil 

Nil  j 

Nil  ; 

1 ! 

Nil  1 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected 

Nil 

Nil  j 

Nil  i 

0.003  ; 

Nil  1 

! 


CYSTICERCOSIS  Uo  case  of  Cysticercosis  was  found  during  j 

the  year.  | 


The  total  Quantity  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was 
1 ton  5 cwts. 
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Fiyoa  1:116  inspection  table  it  will  be  seen  that  only  one  case  of  localised 
tuberculosis  was  found  diiring  the  year  in  the  carcase  of  a pig.  This  disease 
would  now  appear  to  be  a rarity  in  an  area  where  principally  beef  cattle  are 
slaughtered. 

Again  nany  casualty  aniDals  were  submitted  for  inspection  at  the  Eardington 
Slaughterhouse  and  these  received  cautious  post  morten  examinations  before  being 
released  for  sale. 

The  facilities  afforded  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
Veterinerary  Laboratory  v;ere  utilised  during  the  year  and  their  diagnosis  of 
various  specimens  v/as  appreciated. 


rrSTHOD  OF  DISPOSAL  OF  CQIEEI.CIEI)  FOOD 

All  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  the  slaughterhouse  is 
removed  by  an  approved  knacker,  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  (Staining  and 
Sterilising)  Regulations  196O. 


FOOD  IllSPSCTION 


There  appears  to  be  an  increasing  tendency  for  the  public  to  complain  to 
the  Health  Department  when  they  find  unsound  food.  Tliis  has  occasioned  various 
complaints  being  received  varying  from  mouldy  pies  to  tainted  milk^  five  of 
these  complaints  were  referred  to  the  County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority/ 
and  are  reported  on  later.  In  the  remaining  instances  warning  letters  were  sent 
to  the  producers  and  shopkeepers  after  appropriate  investigations  and  enquiries 
had  been  made. 

The  following  foods  inspected  in  shops  and  kitchens  were  found  to  be  unfit 


for  human  consumption  and  were  satisfactorily  disposed 

of  s- 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

Lbs, 

Meat  at  retail  shops 

■ 

2 

10 

Canned  meat,  fruit  and  vegetables 

3 

3 

3 

V/et  fish 

1 

7 

Other  foods 

12 

2 

13 

Total 

17 

1 

5 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  follov/ing  frozen  foods  ?7ere  surrendered  as 
a rest  It  of  breakdowns  and  electricity  cuts  affecting  refrigerators  and  frozen 
food  cabinetss- 


Meat 

Pish 

Vegetables 

Fruit 

RAstry 

Packets 

123 

283 

124 

15 

82 

POULTRY  DRESSIHG  PREMISES 


There  are  nov;  9 premises  in  the  District  carrying  on  the  regular  business 
of  dressing  poultry  for  sale. 

It  has  only  been  possible  to  make  periodic  visits  to  these  premises  in 
order  to  ensure  they  are  complying  with  relevant  legislation.  It  is  not 
possible  to  carry  out  regulat  inspections  of  the  poultry  prepared  and  reliance 
is  left  to  the  individual  occupier  to  reject  unfit  birds. 

It  is  clear  that  this  system  of  hit-and-miss  inspection  of  poultry  is  far 
from  satisfactory  but  no  improvement  can  be  foreseen  in  the  near  future  in  this 
procedure. 
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POOD  PREMISES  AM  FOOD  HYGIEKE 


The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  19^0  require  all  who  are  engaged 
in  the  handling  of  food  for  sale  to  maintain  satisfactory  standards  of 
cleanliness  in  the  carrying  out  of  their  work  and  to  guard  against  contamination 
of  food. 

As  in  the  case  of  other  legislation  it  is  necessary  that  food  premises  are 
constantly  inspected  to  ensure  that  high  standards  are  maintained.  During  such 
visits  the  food  handlers'  attention  is  dravm  to  any  unliygienic  practices  and 
advice  is  given  on  improving  l^ygiene.  This  work  must  of  necessity  he  one  of  an 
educational  character  rather  than  enforcement  and  the  co-opcration  of  the  trade 
is  generally  willingly  given. 

A considerable  amount  of  v^ork  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  under 
the  llarket  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles  Regulations  1966  which  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  January 

It  is  considered  that  a great  improvement  in  the  standards  of  covering  of 
market  stalls  has  been  achieved  by  this  v;ork  and  a greater  awareness  of  the  need 
for  cleanliness  by  the  stallholders  when  food  is  sold  in  the  open  air. 

(a)  Type  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 


1 , Butchers  Shops 

24 

2.  Pried  Pish  Shops 

8 

3.  Bakehouses 

5 

4.  Licensed  Premises 

107 

5.  Licensed  Clubs 

16 

6.  Catering  Premises 

36 

7.  General  Provision  Stores 

130 

8.  Schools 

30 

9.  Schools  (v/ith  kitchens) 

17 

10.  Poultry  Dressing  Establishments 

9 

(b)  Premises  Registered  under  Section  I6  of  the  Food  anj_  Drugs  Act  1955 

1.  Manufacturers  of  preserved  foods  14 

2.  Ice  cream  T4 


ICE  CREAM  SliljIPLIlTG 


The  following  table  shov/s  the  results  obtained  from  the  65  samples  of 
ice-cream  ?/hich  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for 
bacteriological  examinations- 


Grades 

1 2 4 Total 

57  6 2 Nil  65 

As  a guide  to  interpreting  the  above  results,  it  is  suggested  that  over 
a six-monthly  period  of  a vendor's  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  1, 

into  Grades  1 and  2,  not  nore  than  20fo  into  Grade  3 and  none  into  Grade  4. 

These  Samples  show  a satisfactory  record. 


FOOD  AITO  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


The  Pood  and  Drugs  Authority  for  this  area  is  the  Salop  County  Council  and 
the  following  is  a report  received  of  the  work  carried  out  in  this  area  by  the 
Officers  of  that  Authority  during  1967s- 
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Milk  Sampling 


Noa  of  Samples  taken 


Pasteurised  ' 22 
Channel  Islands  Pasteurised  -^2 
Untreated  Farm  Bottled  20 
Untreated  Channel  Islands  Partn  Bottled  12 
Untreated  Bottled  3 
Sterilised  5 
Bulk  milk  ex  farm  40 


123 


All  the  above  sampled  proved  to  he  satisfactory. 


Other  Foods  and  Dtua's  Sampling 


Self  Raising  Flour  1 
Macaroni  1 
Sterilized  Cream  1 
Margarine  10^  Butter  1 
Chopped  Instant  Onions  1 
Dried  Fruit  Salad  1 
Dried  Mixed  Fruit  1 
Roheleine  1 
Acriflex  Antiseptic  Cream  1 
Broken  Slirimps  (canned)  1 
Protein  Cereal  Bahy  Food  1 
Gravy  Salt  1 
Honey  1 
Salami  1 
Plain  flour  1 
Curry  Powder  1 
Powdered  cream  potatoes  1 
Vitamin  K,  Tablets  1 
Brandy  1 
Bread  1 


Lemon  Flavour  Foam  Crystals  1 
Sweet  Pickle  1 
Ground  Wiite  Pepper  1 
Slimway  slimming  tablets  1 
Shredded  beef  suet  2 
Pork  Luncheon  Meat  2 
Veganin  tablets  1 
Double  Cream  1 
Tramil  Tablets  1 
Chicken  aid  Ilam  Spread  1 
Custard  Powder  1 
Mild  beer  2 
Meat  paste  2 
Health  drinlc  1 
Zinc  and  Castor  Oil  1 
Lemon  Curd  1 
Baby  Elixir  1 
Rum  1 
Hamburger  Roll  1 
Beef  Hungaria  1 


44 


All  the  above  samples  proved  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 
Hamburger  Roll,  Bread  and  Beef  Hungaria. 

The  Hamburger  Roll  ims  submitted  as  the  result  of  a complaint  and  was  found 
to  be  mouldy.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  cafe  owners  who 
were  fined  £3  with  £11  costs. 

The  bread,  submitted  as  the  result  of  a complaint  was  found  to  contain 
foreign  matter  consisting  of  charred  dough  and' iron  compounds.  Legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  bakery,  T;ho  were  fined  £10  v;ith  £11  costs 

The  Beef  Hungaria,  submitted  as  the  result  of  a complaint  was  found  to  be 
infested  with  beetles  and  their  larvae.  Legal  proceedings  were  instituted 
against  the  retailed  who  was  fined  £25  with  £17  6s,  costs. 

In  addition  to  the  above  as  a result  of  a complaint  of  milk  being  tainted, 
a warning  letter  v/as  sent  to  the  producer  retailer. 

As  the  result  of  a complaint  that  a carton  of  Cottage  Cheese  was  mouldy  a 
warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  retailer. 

As  the  result  of  a complaint  from  a school  a bag  of  potato  powder  was  found 
to  contain  spider  beetles  and  their  larvae.  A warning  letter  was  sent  to  the 
wholesaler  concerned. 


Milk  (Special  Designation) (Specified  Area)  Order  i960 


Samples 

Obtained 

Phosphatase 
Test  - Passed 

Methylene 

Passed  P; 

Blue 

ailed 

Test 

Void 

Turbidity 

Test 

Pasteurised 

99 

99 

88 

4 

7 

Channel  Islands 
Pasteurised 

26 

26 

26 

Sterilised 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Untreated 

Bottled 

Farm 

19 

15 

2 

2 

Untreated 

Islands 

Bottled 

Channel 

Farm 

19 

1.4 

2 

3 

Untreated 

Bottled 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Untreated 

Islands 

Channel 

Bottled 

9 

- 

5 

1 

3 

- 

182 


Warning  letters  v/ere  sent  in  respect  of  tlie  Methylene  Blue  Failures  and 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood  were  notified  of  the  failures  in 
respect  of  the  Untreated  Farm  Bottled  samples. 


SECTIOIT  «F « 
IBPECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during  the  years- 


Measles  339 
Whooping  Cough  29 
Scarlet  Fever  4 
Acute  Pneumonia  3 
Food  Poisoning  3 
Bespiratory  Tuberculosis  3 
Dysentery  . , 2 

383 


Measles  was  prevalent  among  the  child  population,  especially  during  the 
second  quarter  of  the  year.  Otherwise  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  was  pleasingly  low. 

There  were  three  nev/  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  one  death  from 
this  condition. 
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H?_ESj)_EIB_EI)  P;iRTICUL^^^  ON  THE  ABHIIISTIIATIOIT  OF 
THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


i 

1,  IHSPECTIOHS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  liealtli  (including  inspections 
nade  "by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Humber  on 
Register 

— 

Inspections 

Hionber 

of 

\7ritten 

Notices 

I 

I 

Occupiers 
prosecuted  j 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5)  . I 

’ (a)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1-4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
: the  Local  Authority 

ITil 

Hil 

Nil 

i 

Nil  I 

: (b)  Factories  not  included  in 

1 (a)  in  v/hich  Sec.  7 is 

1 enforced  by  the  Local 

i Authority. 

62 

12 

Hil 

Nil 

' (c)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec. 
j 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding 

1 ou  twor  ker  s premises) 

U 

Hil 

Hil 

Nil 

Nil  } 

j 

! Total 

62 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  v/ere  found 


Particulars 

Number  of 

cases  in 

which  defects  were  found 

' Number  of  cases  j 

Found 

Remedied 

1 Referred 

^ in  which  j 

prosecutions  1 

i were  ; 

instituted  ! 

i 

(6)  i 

i 

(1) 

~ ■ ■ 

(2) 

(3) 

jto  H.ll. 
Inspector 

I (4) 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Rant  of  cleanliness 
(S.1.) 

r- 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

! 

Nil 

OvercroT/ding  (S.2.) 

Nil 

Nil 

1 Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature 
CS.3) 

Hil 

Hil 

1 Hil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

1 Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Particulars 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  ' Number  of  cas^ 


Pound 

Remedied 

Referred 

in  which 
prosecutions 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

were 

instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

J 

(5) 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S,6.) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

Hil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Nil 

Nil 

Kil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

2 

1 

Nil 

j 

Nil 

Nil 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  - OTOOBK  (Sections  110  & 111 ) 

There  was  one  outworker  notified  in  the  District  during  the  j 

year,  employed  in  embroidery.  I 
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APPH®IX 


BOROUGH  OF  BRIDGNORTH 


AHIFJAL  REPORT  OP  THE 


tffiDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1966 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICIALS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Margaret  H.  F.  Turnbull 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


- J,  Stocker,  Cert.S.I.B. 

M.A.P.H.I. 


Public  Health  Inspector 


STATISTICS  1966 


POPULATION 


Registrax  General's  mid- period  estimate  - 9,390 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


( Total  number  _ 222 

( Standardised  Rate  per  1,000  population  - 22.9 

( Humber  illegitimate  _ 17 

( Standardised  Rate  per  1,000  population  - 1.8 


STILLBIRTHS 

Niomber 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 


4 

17.7 


DEATHS 

Number  - 1 04 

Standardised  Rate  per  1,000  population  - 11. 7 

INFi^HT  DEATHS  (under  1 year  of  age) 

Number  - 4 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 18.0 


ilATERNAL  DEATHS 


Nil 


HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


as  in  Main  Report 


lilPECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  notifications  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  received 
during  1966s- 


Measles 

156 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

__1 

160 

Apart  from  Measles  which  was  fairly  prevalent  among  children  during  the 
first  and  second  quarters  of  the  year,  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  was  extremely  low. 
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EITVIROB/IMTAL  HEALTH,  HOUSING,  FOOD, 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS 

A.  SAMTARY  CIRCTOISTARCES  IIT  THE  AREA 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  as  follows s- 

( 1 )  ','ii’'ater 

Y/ater  from  the  Rindleford  Boreholes  is  supplied  to  the  Borough  by  YYolverhampto 
Corporation  v/ater  Undertaking,  No  shortages  were  experienced  during  the  year,  the 
re-organisation  of  the  distribution  mains  having  kept  pace  ¥;ith  the  growth  of  the 
Town. 


Tlie  water  is  chlorinated  at  source  and  laboratory  reports  on  samples 
submitted  for  examination  tliroughout  the  year  testified  to  its  satisfactory  standards 
both  bacteriologically  and  chemically. 


(2)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  inadequacy  of  the  Stanley  Lane  Sewage  Disposal  Y/orks  had  become  apparent 
as  long  ago  as  I963  and  in  order  to  prevent  a further  deterioration  a temporary 
reduction  on  further  development  in  the  tov/n  7/as  imposed  in  I964.  In  spite  of  this 
embargo  on  future  developments,  however,  there  Virere  planning  permissions  already 
granted  and  some  162  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  and  a further  27  by  the 
31st  liarch  1967?  which  added  considerably  to  the  problem  already  existing. 


The  Severn  River  Authority  had  expressed  the  view  that  an  extention  to  the 
Stanley  Lane  YYorks  of  up  to  capacity  should  be  carried  out.  The  Council's 
Consultants,  however,  advised  sxirface  irrigation  of  the  final  effluent  as  a quick 
solution  to  the  River  Authority's  objections. 

Land  was  purchased  for  this  purpose  and  follov/ing  the  receipt  of  objections 
to  the  proposed  use  of  the  land  a Public  Inquiry  was  held  during  the  year  and  the 
Minister  agreed  to  the  proposed  irrigation  works. 

During  the  year,  v/ork  coimnenced  and  was  completed  on  a sevrer  extension  in 
the  Stourbridge  Road,  i,/hich  would  serve  industrial  site  development  in  that  area. 


(3)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  refuse  collection  services  throughout  the  year  have  proved  generally 
satisfactory,  a weekly  collection  being  provided  for  all  premises. 

It  is  estimated  that  3,800  bins  and  200  paper  sacks  were  emptied  each  v/eek 
by  the  Corporation  and  the  total  refuse  collection  by  the  Council  during  the  year 
amounted  to  2,600  tons. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  semi- controlled  tipping  at  the  Old  Worcester  Road 
Tip  and  it  became  apparent  towards  the  end  of  the  year  that  the  life- expectancy  of 
the  tip  would  not  be  as  long  as  originally  estimated.  Negotiations  were  therefore 
commenced,  before  the  end  of  the  year,  with  a view  to  a further  extension  to  the  Tip, 

(4)  Public  Conveniences 

There  are  now  5 blocks  of  public  conveniences  in  the  town,  foirc  of  V7hich  have 
hand-\;ashing  facilities.  The  convonienccs  at  Mill  Street  could  not  be  considered 
to  be  other  than  unsatisfactory  and  a recommendation  was  made  for  their  replacement. 


( 5)  Caravan  Sites 

There  are  4 licensed  caravan  sites,  all  situated  in  the  Qua tford/Danes ford 
area  of  the  Borough.  These  hold  licences  for  250,  I60,  50  and  9 caravans, 
respectively,  and  contain  in  addition  a number  of  week-end  chalets.  Since  the 
inception  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  i960,  the  site  owners 
have  co-operated  well  with  the  Council's  requirements  and  a satisfactory  standard 
of  fitness  under  the  terms  of  the  Act  is  being  achieved  on  all  sites. 
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(6)  Rodent  Control 


The  Borough  shares  the  services  of  a Rodent  Operative  with  Dawley  Urban 
District  Council,  one  third  of  the  employee's  tiiie  being  spent  in  Bridgnorth. 

198  investigations  were  made  during  the  year  and  a total  of  67 
infestations  v/ere  treated,  none  of  which  was  classified  as  a major  infestation,  A 
test  bait  of  the  ser/ers  carried  out  during  the  year  revealed  no  infestation. 

The  service  continued  to  be  generally  satisfactory  during  the  year.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  operative  is  employed  on  a part-time  basis  only,  there 
is  very  little  delay  bctiveen  the  receipt  of  a complaint  and  its  subsequent 
treatment.  This  is  due  to  the  manner  in  which  the  operative's  time  is  divided 
bet\7een  the  tr/o  employing  authorities  and  the  fact  that  the  service  is  fully 
mobile. 

(7)  Factories  and  Tforkshops 

By  the  pi’ovisions  of  Part  1 of  the  Factories  Act  I96I,  the  Couincil  is 
responsible  for  ensuring  the  adeq'uacy  and  suitability  of  sanitary  conveniences  in 
all  factories  within  the  Borough,  and  in  those  factories  in  which  mechanical 
pov/er  is  not  used,  is  also  responsible  for  inspecting  the  premises  to  ensure  that 
•;;orking  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

The  Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act  I96I 
are  appended  separately  at  the  end  of  the  Report,  as  required  by  the  Mnister  of 
Health. 

(8)  Offices,  Shopa  and  Railway  Promises  Act  1963 

General  inspections  were  continued  throughout  the  year  of  premises 
registered  under  the  above  Act,  Follow-up  visits  were  also  made  in  respect  of 
premises  T/here  defects  were  found  to  exist  and  owners  v/ere  found  to  be  most 
co-operative  in  complying  with  notices  which  required  remedial  works  to  be  carried 
out. 


B.  HOUSING 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  3 >285 

Number  of  Council- owned  houses  834 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  19^5  - a)  Council  Nil 

b)  Private  162 

plus  27  ( in 
Jan. -Ivlar.  19^7) 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  31.3-67.  IO5 

a)  Council  Nil 

b)  Private  IO5 

Number  of  applications  for  Standard  Improvement  Grants  7 

Number  of  applications  for  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  3 


Private  bviilding  continued  at  the  same  hi^  rate  as  in  the  previous  year. 
162  houses  were  completed  and  a further  IO5  were  in  co\u:se  of  construction  at 
31st  December  I966. 


ILIPROmiEI^'T  GRAITTS 

The  n\imber  of  applications  made  d\aring  the  year  was  disappointing,  10 
applications  only  being  made.  7 applications  were  in  respect  of  Standard  Grant 
and  the  applications  were  approved  at  an  average  cost  of  £142  per  house.  3 v;ere 
in  respect  of  Discretionary  Grants  at  an  average  cost  of  £1 ,070. 
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C . IITSPECTION  A.m  STJPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


( 1 ) Meat  Inspection 

The  table  belov/  gives  an  analysis  of  the  animals  slaughtered  for  human 
consmption  during  I966  at  the  one  private  Slaughterhouse  in  the  town. 

Every  carcase  received  thorough  inspection  as  soon  as  possible  after  slaughter 
and  it  was  only  found  necessary  to  condemn  parts  of  4 bovine  caacasos  and  3 lamb 
carcases  as  being  unfut  for  human  consumption  fi.e.  only  1.03'a  oP  the  total  6J8 
animals  slau^tered  v/as  fo\md  to  be  in  any  way  diseased) . 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Co'ws 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

73 

Nil 

Nil 

462 

143 

Nil 

NTunber  inspected 

73 

Nil 

Nil 

462 

143 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticercosis 

■/hole  carcase 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis  or 
Cysticercosis 

5.4/« 

Nil 

Nil 

0.64^ 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only 


No  case  of  TUBERCULOSIS  was  found 


Cystic ercosis 


No  case  of  CYSTICERCOSIS  was  found 


(2)  Inspection  of  Other  Foods 

The  follov/ing  quantities  of  food  stuff  were  foiind  on  examination  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Such  faulty  food  is 
disposed  of  by  doep-burying  on  the  Council  refuse  tip. 


Uz/ts . Qtrs . Lbs . 

Moat  at  retail  shops  3 4 
Pish  at  retail  shops  3 14 
Canned  meats  2 6 
Other  canned  foods  10 3 10 
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13 


0 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMENI  STRATI  ON 


OP  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspector) , 


Number 

on 

Register 


Inspections 


Number  of 

Written 

Notices 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


Factories  in  v/hich  Sections 
1 -4  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

Factories  not  included  in 
j first  paragraph  in  uhich 
t Section  7 is  enforced  by 
j the  Local  Authority 

i 

i Other  premises  in  which 
I Section  7 is  enforced  by 
I the  Local  Authority 
I ( excludirig  out'./orkers  ’ 

I premises) 

j 

j Total 


Nil 


Nil 


45 


24 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


58 


29 


Nil 


I Nil 


2. 


ParticixLars 


1 


v7ant  of  cleanliness 
(S.1) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (3.3)  | 

Inadequate  i 

ventilation  (3.4)  j 

Ineffective  drainage  j 
of  floors  (S.6)  j 

Sanitary  Conveniences! 

(3.7)  ' 

(a)  Insufficient  j 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  | 


were  found,  (if  defects  are  discovered  at 
or  moi'o  separate  occasions  they  should  be 
or  more  "cases"). 

the 

)Gr  of 

cases  in  v/hich  defects  were 

found 

1 

Number  of 

ound 

Remedied 

„ „ , cases  in 

Referred  i u • 

- - jv/hich  pro- 

to  H.M.  ' by  H.M.  isecutions 

i • 

1 

Inspcc- 

i Inspec- 

v/ere 

1 1 

tor 

! tor 

instituted 

2 

I 3 

4 

• 5 

6 

Nil 

! 

I Nil 

Nil 

I 

i Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

I Nil  ; 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 — 1 

Nil 

i Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

i ; 

! Nil  ; 

t 1 

1 f 

Nil 

j Nil 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

i Nil  1 

i : 

Nil 

1 Nil 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

1 — 1 
•rH 

Nil 

1 

1 

1 Nil 

Nil 

1 

^ 1 I 

Nil 

1 

j 1 

Nil 

(c)  not  separate  for  1 
sexes 

Nil 

i 

Nil  I 

j 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
out-v/ork) 

Nil 

! 

j 

Nil  I 

: 

Nil 

Nil 

_ 

1 

i 

Nil 

“ - - - -j- 

Total  i 

1 

i 

I i 

II  ■ ..I. 

Nil 

1 

Nil 
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PART  7II  OP  THE  ACT  - OUTkYORK 


(SECTIONS  110  & 111) 


There  was  one  outworker  employed  in  the  District  during  the 
year  employed  in  the  making  etc.  of  wearing  apparel. 
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